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10 Anson Road #25-02,

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P l a z a
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Maritime Administration Headquarters
Kiribati Ship Registry has the exclusive authority to register vessels under 
the Kiribati Flag and issue all the necessary certificates on behalf of the 
Kiribati Government. The operational headquarters of the Kiribati Ship 
Registry is located in Singapore.

Mission
High standard, high quality and responding to owners in the fastest 
time.

Vision
To work hand in hand with the maritime community and complying 
with international maritime instruments to ensure the safety of lives 
and protection of the environment.

Values

At Kiribati Ship Registry, we stand firm in our long term commitment 
to excellence and putting our clients ahead of us.

In order to achieve our mission and vision, Kiribati Ship Registry aims 
to keep abreast with the dynamic changes within the maritime 
industry and ensure our ship owners and managers do not encoun-
ter unnecessary delays and downtime.

Updated information may be obtained from our website at 
www.kiribaship.com. Our phone lines are operated 24 hrs daily for 
your convenience.

Professionalism and integrity.
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History and Demographics

Before the arrival of the Europeans, Kiribati’s sole inhabitants were the Gilbertese (or I-Kiribati, in 
Gilbertese), better known as the Micronesian people. Besides English being the official               
language, the Gilbertese also speaks a native Micronesian language where the sound of the 
letter ‘s’ is replaced by “ti”, and this explains why “Kiribati” (officially the Republic of Kiribati) is 
pronounced as “Kee-ree-bus”.

The Islands were first sighted by British and American ships in the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries. They were then collectively known as the Gilbert Islands, named after Captain Thomas 
Gilbert. The Gilbert Islands together with the Ellice Islands was made a British protectorate, and 
in 1916, became part of the British Colony. In 1919 and 1937 respectively, the Kiritimati 
(Christmas Island) atoll and the Phoenix Islands also joined the Colony. However, in 1971, the 
Gilbert Islands and Ellice Islands separated, obtaining self-rule, and were finally granted internal 
self-government by the British in 1975.

The Republic of Kiribati was born when the Gilbert Islands declared independence on 12 July 
1979 under the new name Kiribati.

Kiribati has close ties and friendly relationships with most countries including its Pacific          
neighbours such as Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Fiji. Relationship between Kiribati and 
the United States is also excellent. Kiribati signed a treaty of friendship with the United States 
after gaining independence in 1979, and in 1999, Kiribati became a member of the United     
Nations.

Kiribati is made up of three main groups of islands (the Gilbert, Phoenix and Line Islands) and its 
capital, Tarawa, is located in the Gilbert Islands. In 1995, Kiribati moved the International Date 
Line to include its easternmost Islands, which made it the same day throughout the country. It 
has the Pacific’s second largest Exclusive Economic Zone next to French Polynesia.

Approximately 90% of the population of Kiribati lives on the atolls of the Gilbert Islands. Owing to 
the increasing annual population growth and severe overcrowding in Tarawa, the government 
has implemented a migration program to shift some of the population to the outlying atolls in 
the Line Islands.

Kiribati’s main source of revenue comes from the issuing of licences to fishing fleets from Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Europe and the United States to fish in the vast Exclusive Economic Zone 
of Kiribati. Another source of revenue is the monies sent back by the Gilbertese who work as 
seafarers on foreign merchant vessels or in the Phosphate mines in Nauru. Copra, live fish and 
seaweed are the main exports.

BENEFITS OF THE KIRIBATI SHIP REGISTRY

General Information
Official Name: Republic of Kiribati

Government: Republic

Independence: 12 July 1979

Total Land Area: 811 sq km

Exclusive Economic Zone:
3, 550, 000 sq km

Capital: Tarawa

Nationality: I-Kiribati

Ethnic groups: 
Micronesian: 98.8%, other 1.2% 
(2000 census)

Languages: 
English (official), Gilbertese (I-Kiribati)

Currency: Australian Dollar

Religions: 
Roman Catholic -  52%
Protestant (Congregational) - 40%
Others - 8%

1) Financial Savings
     - Competitive taxes
     - Waiver of Lawyer’s fee
     - Not mandatory for shipowners to 
       incorporate a company in Kiribati
     - Trading profits and capital gains are not 
       subject to further taxation by the 
       Government

2) Discount Schemes:
     - Age discounts
     - Fleet discounts
     - Discounts for certain Types and Size of vessels
     - Discounts on excellent vessel condition
     (Kindly check with the Registry or any of its offices for details on the above)

3) There is no restriction on the nationality of ownership

4) There is no restriction on the crew’s nationality and Certificates of Competency issued by  
    IMO “White Listed” nations will be recognised

5) There is no minimum tonnage requirement

6) There are no additional fees imposed on vessels which exceed the age limit of 15 years

7) Vessels are not subject to requisition by the Kiribati government as national resources

8) Efficient round-the-clock service to answer and assist stakeholders in every possible way

9) Kiribati is a nation in the IMO “White List”


